
Serving 
Mark 9:33-37

John 13:14–17 
If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have 
done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you 
if you do them.

Mark 8:31-35
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.

Mark 10:35–45
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to him, 
“We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they 
began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You 
know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” 

#1: Jesus Exalts Humble Service (9:33-35)
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to 
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”

#2: Jesus Demonstrates Humble Service (9:36-37)



36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to 
them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives 
me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

#3: Jesus Motivates Humble Service (9:37)
37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, 
receives not me but him who sent me.” 


