
A Heart for the Lost 
Luke 15:1-10

The Audience (15:1-2)

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes 
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
 
The Parables (15:3-10)

A. The Lost Sheep (3-7)
3 So he told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?

Ezekiel 34
11 “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a 
shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 
sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them 
into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited 
places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 
declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and 
I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 

5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost. ’7 Just 
so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 

B. The Lost Coin (8-10)
8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house 
and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost. ’10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

The Life-Changing Lessons 

Repentance. The path to life and joy is through repentance and faith. 

Evangelism. Jesus pursues the lost diligently and calls his disciples to do the same. 

3.    Joy. It is fitting that God’s people be marked by joy. 


