Worship in the Garden Temple
Genesis 2:4-25

Psalm 19:1-2

The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.

2 Day after day they pour out speech;

night after night they communicate knowledge.

#1: The Gift of the Land (vs. 4-7)

4These are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they were created,
in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

> When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung
up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the
ground, ¢ and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the
ground— 7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into

his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.

Problem Solution

No bushes (v. 5) Mist (v. 6)

No small plants (v. 5) Man (v. 7)

Psalm 103:13-14
13 As a father shows compassion to his children,

so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.
14 For he knows our frame;

he remembers that we are dust.

#2: The Garden in Eden (vs. 8-14)

8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he
had formed. ° And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

1A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four

rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land
of Havilah, where there is gold. > And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone
are there. 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the
whole land of Cush. * And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria.
And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

#3: Worship in the Garden (vs. 15-17)




15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the

garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

“In the day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism.
There is no such thing as not worshipping. Everybody worships. The only choice we
get is what to worship. And the compelling reason for maybe choosing some sort of
god or spiritual-type thing to worship—be it JC or Allah, be it YHWH or the Wiccan
Mother Goddess, or the Four Noble Truths, or some inviolable set of ethical
principles—is that pretty much anything else you worship will eat you alive.

If you worship money and things, if they are where you tap real meaning in life, then
you will never have enough, never feel you have enough. It’s the truth. Worship your
body and beauty and sexual allure and you will always feel ugly...

Worship power, you will end up feeling weak and afraid, and you will need ever more
power over others to numb you to your own fear. Worship your intellect, being seen as
smart, you will end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out.
But the insidious thing about these forms of worship is not that they’re evil or sinful, it’s
that they’re unconscious. They are default settings.” — David Foster Wallace

#4: Man’s Aloneness (vs. 18-20)

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a
helper fit for him.” ¥ Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field
and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them.
And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 2° The man gave names
to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for

Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.

#5: The Creation of Eve (vs. 21-25)

2150 the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his
ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man
he made into a woman and brought her to the man.

23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh. 2> And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.




“The woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head to rule over
him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him,
under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved.” — Matthew Henry

#6: Three Calls that lead to Worship

e A call to see God for who he is
e Acalltorepentance
e A call to obedience



