In the Beginning, God
Genesis 1:1-2:3

| #1: The Greatness of God in Creation (1:1-2)

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

Revelation 4

"“Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they existed and were created.

Isaiah 48

'®For thus says the LoRrbD,

who created the heavens
(he is God!),

who formed the earth and made it
(he established it;

he did not create it empty,
he formed it to be inhabited!):

“l am the LorD, and there is no other.

#2: The Goodness of Creation (1:3-31)

The Days of Creation

Form Filling
1. Light and dark 4. Lights of day and night
2. Sea and sky 5. Fish and birds
3. Fertile earth 6. Creatures of land (including mankind)
7. Rest and enjoyment

Day 1: Light and Dark (1:3-5)

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. *And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the
light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

Day 2: Sea and Sky (1:6-8)

¢And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7And
God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the
expanse. And it was so. 28And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second
day.

Day 3: Fertile Earth (1:9-13)



°And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”
And it was so. *God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good.

1 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed,
each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 2The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 2 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

Day 4: Lights of Day and Night (1:14-19)

uAnd God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for
signs and for seasons, and for days and years, **and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. *And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule
the night—and the stars. 7 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 2to rule over the
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

Day 5: Fish and Birds (1:20-23)

2 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
expanse of the heavens.” 2So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the
waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 2And
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”

3 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

Day 6: Creatures of Land, Including Mankind (1:24-31)

#And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. ZAnd God made the beasts of the earth according to their
kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good.

%Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.”

7 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
»And God said, “Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 3*And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it
was so. 3*And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

| #3: The Grace of Rest (2:1-3)

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh day God finished his work
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day
and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

Hebrews 4



°So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, "*for whoever has entered God’s rest has also
rested from his works as God did from his.

Final Reflections

1. Salvation

“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news,
that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and
all that is in them.” (Acts 14:15)

2. Worship

® “You are the LorD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and
all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships
you.” (Neh 9:6)

Paul Tripp:

How can we boil water, mash potatoes, or scramble eggs without seeing the glory of God? How can we hold an
infant in our hands without being in awe of her Creator? How can the ever-changing variegated hues of a sunset
not produce awe of God in us? How can tadpoles in a stream not make us smile in worship? How can the
whistle of the wind through the trees not become a hymn of praise in our hearts to God?

3. Hope

*Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LorDp his God,

¢ who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them (Psalm 146:5-6)



