
Apocalyptic Christmas
Revelation 12:1-6

1 John 3:8b
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

Eugene Peterson: 
It is St. John’s Spirit-appointed task to supplement the work of St. Matthew and St. Luke so that the nativity 
cannot be sentimentalized into coziness, nor domesticated into drabness, nor commercialized into 
worldliness…. It is St. John’s genius to take Jesus in a manger, attended by shepherds and wise men and put 
him in the cosmos attacked by a dragon. The consequence to our faith is that we are fortified against 
intimidation. Our response to the nativity cannot be reduced to shutting the door against a wintry world, drinking 
hot chocolate and singing Christmas carols. Rather, we are ready to walk out the door with, as one Psalmist put 
it, high praises of God in our throats and two-edged swords in our hands. (Psalm 149.6)

#1: God Keeps His Promises (12:1-2)

12 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving 
birth.

2 Corinthians 1:20
20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God 
for his glory.

#2: God’s Son Is Exalted (12:3-5) 

3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads seven diadems. 

Martin Luther 
So when the devil throws your sins in your face and declares that you deserve death and hell, tell him this: “I 
admit that I deserve death and hell, what of it? For I know One who suffered and made satisfaction on my 
behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, Son of God, and where He is there I shall be also!”

4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a 
male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his 
throne,

#3: God Cares for His People (12:6)

6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be 
nourished for 1,260 days.


